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VERMONT AGO SPRING BVE3SJTS 

F e b r u a r y 2015 

S e v e r a l events have been planned by our AGO Chapter f o r t h i s A p r i l , May, and 

June. T h i s i s a good time to add them t o your c a l e n d a r so you can be s u r e t o 

a t t e n d . A l s o , p l e a s e spread t h e vrard and i n v i t e f o l k s i n your comnnunities t o come. 

APRIL 

Workshops on Saturday, i ^ r i l 11 a t Bethany Church i n Randolph w i l l i n c l u d e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s by K e v i n P a r i z o , M a r i l y n P o i s o n , and David Moore. 

Kevin P a r i z o w i l l l e a d an open d i s c u s s i o n r e g a r d i n g p l a y i n g p i a n o A e i t J o a r d 

anthem accompaniments a t the organ. A l s o under d i s c u s s i o n w i l l be a s p e c t s of 

p l a y i n g hymns (SATB) from hyimals a t the organ. 

M a r i l y n Poison w i l l l e a d a workshop on p l a y i n g " l a s t v e r s e s " , reharmonizations 

of t h e l a s t v e r s e of a hyim, and how t o approach i n t r o d u c i n g them t o c o n g r e g a t i o n s . 

T h i s w i l l be preceded by " t r u e c o n f e s s i o n s " , a fun d i s c u s s i o n of mistakes we have 

a l l made. 

David Moore w i l l l e a d a workshop on v*at t o do u n t i l the organ t e c h n i c i a n g e t s 

t h e r e . 

A music exchange w i l l a l s o be s e t up f o r members t o s h a r e music, CDs, and 

r e c o r d s t h a t they no longer use and o t h e r s might l i k e t o a c q u i r e . So, go through 

yoxir c o l l e c t i o n s of t h e s e items and s e t a s i d e some t o b r i n g t o t h i s e v e n t . 

Brown bag l u n c h . 

MAY 

On Sunday, May 17, 2015 a t 3:30 p.m. t h e r e w i l l be a members' p r o g r e s s i v e 

r e c i t a l i n S t . A l b ans. Mentoers a r e i n v i t e d t o p l a y a p i e c e or two a t one of t h e 

f o l l o w i n g churches: C o n g r e g a t i o n a l , S t . P a u l ' s United Methodist, S t . Luke's 

E p i s c o p a l , or S t . Mary's/Iirrnaculate Conception R. C. Church. Do c o n s i d e r i t and 

c o n t a c t Vaughan Vtetson a t (802) 759-2453, bombardes@aol.com 

JUNE 

A r t i s t - o f - t h e - Y e a r J i m C a s s a r i n o w i l l p r e s e n t an orgoui r e c i t a l w i t h t h e Annual 

Meeting of t h e Vermont C3iapter AGO t o f o l l o w . 



2 

BACH MARATHON MARCH 22 IN MONTPELIER 

C a r l Schwartz, i n t e r i m o r g a n i s t / c h o i r m a s t e r a t C h r i s t Church E p i s c o p a l on 

S t a t e S t r e e t i n Montpelier, has g r a c i o u s l y taken upon h i m s e l f the t a s k of o r g a n i z i n g 

a Bach Marathon a t t h a t church the afternoon of Sunday, March 22. T h i s event i s 

patt e r n e d on the long-standing one i n Wfeishington D.C. I n December C a r l s e n t out an 

i n v i t a t i o n t o o r g a n i s t s i n northern Vermont vSio might be i n t e r e s t e d i n 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g . Based on t h a t response he i s working on programming p a r t i c i p a n t s 

e v e r y h a l f hour from 1:00 or 1:30 t o about 4:30 p.m. t h a t day. While d e t a i l s a r e 

s t i l l being s o l i d i f i e d , p a r t i c i p a n t s i n approximate order of appearance i n c l u d e : 

C a r l Schwartz, Mark Howe, Lubbert Gnodde, L i s a Willems, Lynnette Combs, Karen 

M i l l e r , and John and Marianne Weaver. Everyone i s c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d to at t e n d t h i s 

event and hear some wonderful Bach music. You can s t a y a s s h o r t or as long an 

i n t e r v a l a s you p l e a s e . E n t e r and e x i t a s b e s t f i t s your s c h e d u l e . 

CHAPTER NOTES 

E s t h e r Nui has undergone eye s u r g e r y r e c e n t l y . We wish her w e l l i n r e c o v e r y 

and i n looking toward s i m i l a r work on her second eye. T h i s has understandably 

slowed the f i n a l e d i t i n g and m a i l i n g of the d i r e c t o r y . S e v e r a l members have d i e d 

and o t h e r s have chosen not to renew so t h i s d i r e c t o r y i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t 

from the p r e v i o u s i s s u e . 

We mourn the l o s s of s e v e r a l people i n December and January who were dear t o 

our membership: 

Martha (Kane) T o r t o l a n o , dear w i f e of member W i l l i a m T o r t o l a n o , passed away on 

Saturday, December 20, 2014. We o f f e r our h e a r t f e l t syrtpathies t o B i l l and h i s 

c h i l d r e n on the l o s s of a w i f e , mother, and wonderful m u s i c i a n . 

Long-time Vermont A(X> member D o r i s Hughes v*o has b a t t l e d an a g g r e s s i v e b r a i n 

tumor t h i s passed year passed away on January 9, 2015. Whenever t h e r e was an organ 

event i n the S t . Albans a r e a , you could count on Do r i s t o be i n the midst of h e l p i n g 

p l a n and run i t . Her f a m i l y , c h u r c h , community, and our AGO Chapter w i l l miss her 

g r e a t l y . 

Gertrude Granger P i c h e r , p r i n c i p a l o r g a n i s t a t S a i n t F r a n c i s X a v i e r C a t h o l i c 

Church i n Winooski fo r s i x t y - f i v e y e a r s (1930-1995), d i e d p e a c e f u l l y on January 11, 

2015 a t Our Lady of Providence Residence i n Winooski s h o r t l y a f t e r c e l e b r a t i n g her 

101st b i r t h d a y on January 8. She was an a c t i v e member of the Vermont AGO f o r many 

y e a r s . 

Each of the s e l o v e l y people v*io d i d so much t o f o s t e r music i n t h e i r f a m i l i e s , 

c h u r c h e s , and communities a r e f e a t u r e d i n s e p a r a t e a r t i c l e s i n t h i s i s s u e of P i p e 

Notes. 
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MARTHA KANE TORTOLANO 

Martha Kane Tor t o l a n o enjoyed an i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n a s a c o n c e r t s i n g e r , 

i n c l u d i n g c o n c e r t s and o r a t o r i o i n t h e United S t a t e s , Canada, S c o t l a n d , England, and 

I t a l y . Performances I n c l u d e d t h e Vermont Syitphony a r ^ Philharmonic; t h e Montreal 

Chanter O r c h e s t r a ; s o l o i s t a t S t . P e t e r ' s B a s i l i c a , Rome; and soprano w i t h S i r 

David W i l l c o c k s , i n Mendelssohn's E l i j a h i n England. F o r many y e a r s , Mrs. Tort o l a n o 

was Voice I n s t r u c t o r a t S t . Michael's C o l l e g e , a s w e l l a s managing a p r i v a t e s t u d i o 

of v o i c e and pia n o . Many of her s t u d e n t s went on t o p r o f e s s i o n a l c a r e e r s i n music. 

She was a graduate of t h e New England Conservatory of Music (B.Mus.) and t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y of Vermont (M.A.). For 15 y e a r s , she was a de d i c a t e d guide a t the 

Shelburne Museum. Martha's g r e a t e s t j o y was her t h r e e c h i l d r e n : W i l l i a m Tortolano 

I I I , A l l e g r a (Tortolano) Havens, and Jonathan T o r t o l a n o . A l l a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l 

m u s i c i a n s ( v i o l i n and c e l l o ) . With her husband B i l l , t h e y performed c o n c e r t s a t 

many venues i n c l u d i n g Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y , S t . P a t r i c k ' s C a t h e d r a l (NYC), The 

l & i i v e r s i t y of Le e d s , England, and t h e B a s i l i c a S a n t a / S a b r i n a i n Rome. Her master's 

t h e s i s and r e c i t a l was on t h e Twelve Tone (Dpera, L u l u , by Alban Berg. She made her 

o p e r a t i c debut i n L a Se r v a Padrona by Pergo L e s e . A devout I r i s h C a t h o l i c , she 

loved her f a m i l y c h u r c h . Sacred Heart Church i n P o r t l a n d , Maine, and the f a m i l y 

p a r i s h , S t . Thomas i n U n d e r h i l l , V t . Martha and W i l l i a m were married f o r 54 y e a r s . 

DORIS S. HUGHES 

Dor i s was born on J u l y 14, 1941 i n Schenectady, N.Y., t o L u c i u s and Grace 

S e e l e y . Her f a i t h was q u i e t and deep, s u s t a i n i n g her a l l her l i f e , e s p e c i a l l y 

through the rough times v^en she knew God c a r r i e d h e r . T h i s was e s p e c i a l l y t r u e 

vhen b r a i n cancer was diagnosed l a s t ; ^ r i l . She l i v e d e v e r y day wi t h g r a c e , humor, 

and f a i t h . 

Music was a g i f t she developed from an e a r l y age. D o r i s had a ma g n i f i c e n t a l t o 

v o i c e , e x c e l l e d a t the bassoon, and was an accomplished p i a n i s t and a c c o n p a n i s t . 

She attended t h e Crane School of Music a t SUNY Potsdam r e c e i v i n g her BS i n Music 

Educ a t i o n i n 1963. She had se r v e d s i x churches s i n c e 1981, the l a s t 17+ y e a r s a t • 

the FCC of S t . Albans. She admired the music and organs of t h e Mornran Tabernacle 

C h o i r . T h i s p a s t J u l y D o r i s was given the op p o r t u n i t y t o p l a y "Amazing Grace" on 

th e o r i g i n a l organ i n t h e T a b e r n a c l e , and i t was a t r u e h i g h l i g h t i n her l i f e . 

She i s s u r v i v e d by the lov e of her l i f e , Mara V i j u p s , MD; her daughters Sharon 

M o r r i s and husband, Dan, and Sandra Hughes; her bro t h e r David S e e l e y , h i s w i f e , 

E l a i n e , and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

GERTOUDE GRANGER PICHER 

A l i f e - l o n g r e s i d e n t of Winooski, Gertrude Granger P i c h e r d e d i c a t e d her l i f e 

t o her f a m i l y , f a i t h , and music. The c h i l d of Fren c h Canadian immigrants, she spent 

her e n t i r e l i f e i n Winooski s e r v i n g her p a r i s h and t h e l a r g e r coimiunity w i t h 

i n t e g r i t y , g e n e r o s i t y , and h u m i l i t y . An a c c o n p l i s h e d p i a n i s t , o r g a n i s t , and music 

t e a c h e r v*iose r e p e r t o r y ranged from the c l a s s i c s and chur c h music t o popular music 

and j a z z , h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the c u l t u r a l v i b r a n c y o f Vermont, and of Winooski i n 

p a r t i c u l a r , i s a l s o a t r i b u t e t o t h e c r e a t i v e environment of t h e French-Canadian 

h e r i t a g e she both entoraced and e n r i c h e d . I n the 1930s and 1940s she played i n 

v a r i o u s popular music and j a z z bands, on WIAX r a d i o and a t other venues, such a s t h e 

S.S. TicorKfleroga. She was a l s o the mu s i c a l a r r a n g e r and ac c o n p a n i s t f o r the popular 
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A r t Dorey M i n s t r e l Show. She continued acconpanying nun^rous c l a s s i c a l s i n g e r s i n 

co n c e r t through the 1970s. 

A r e s p e c t e d o r g a n i s t v*io a l s o t r a i n e d w i t h Dr. Eugene L a p i e r r e (Montreal 

Conservatory of Music) and Dr. Joseph Lechnyr ( U n i v e r s i t y of VernxDnt), Mrs. P i c h e r 

was f o r many y e a r s an a c t i v e member of t h e American G u i l d of O r g a n i s t s , a t t e n d i n g 

meetings and workshops and performing i n c o n c e r t s . She was ins t r u m e n t a l i n 

persuading the S a i n t F r a n c i s X a v i e r p a r i s h t o purchase the p r e s t i g i o u s Casavant pipe 

organ t h a t c u r r e n t l y graces the c h o i r l o f t . I n 1941, she married Paul J . P i c h e r 

(1914-1988), an a c t i v e irember of the p a r i s h v*io sang i n , and subsequently d i r e c t e d , 

the c h o i r f o r many y e a r s . They s u c c e s s f u l l y c o l l a b o r a t e d i n the musical d i r e c t i o n 

of the p a r i s h , based on a comntran lo v e of music, r e l i g i o u s f a i t h , and commitment t o 

t h e i r comrainity. They a l s o shared a lov e of f a m i l y and r a i s e d two daughter, C l a i r e 

and Annette, both educator. 

I n 1995, the S a i n t F r a n c i s X a v i e r Church Casavant organ was o f f i c i a l l y 

d e d i c a t e d to Mrs. P i c h e r , and a w a l l plaque honoring her s e r v i c e t o the p a r i s h was 

pl a c e d i n the church v e s t i b u l e . 

ORGANIST POSITION OPEN 

An o r g a n i s t or p i a n i s t to p l a y f o r 11 a.m. Sunday worship s e r v i c e s a t the 

Barton United Church. D i r e c t i n g the c h o i r i s a l s o an o p t i o n . The pipe organ i s a 

r e c e n t l y renovated 1910 S t e e r e . For more inf o r m a t i o n , c a l l (Catherine a t (802) 525-

7048. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The d e a d l i n e f o r the March i s s u e of P i p e Notes w i l l be February 20. 


