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BACH MARATHON IN MONTPELIER ON MAROT 20 

On Sunday, March 20th, C h r i s t E p i s c o p a l Church i n Montpelier w i l l present i t s 
annual Bach organ marathon. S t a r t i n g a t 1:30 p.m., s i x o r g a n i s t s w i l l p l a y some of 
Johann Sebastian Bach's most g l o r i o u s music. Performers include John Weaver, former 
head of the organ department a t J u i i l i a r d , David Neiweem, o r g a n i s t and music 
professor a t UVM, J a n - P i e t K n i j f f , on the f a c u l t y a t Lyndon S t a t e College and former 
host of a musical t a l k show, James Lorenz, Karen M i l l e r , and Lynnette Combs. There 
w i l l be a s p e c i a l demonstration f o r c h i l d r e n and students during the opening 
segment. 

The organ a t C h r i s t Church i s w e l l s u i t e d f o r the music of Bach. I t was b u i l t 
i n 1972 by K a r l Wilhelm of Canada, v*io learned organ b u i l d i n g i n Germany. T h i s 
instrument i s modelled a f t e r pipe organs b u i l t i n northern Germany i n the 1600's -
instruments Bach admired, instruments t h a t showcase h i s v i r t u o s i t y i n p l a y i n g and 
composition. 

Admission i s f r e e ; donations w i l l b e n e f i t l o c a l music s c h o l a r s h i p funds. 
Refreshments w i l l a l s o be a v a i l a b l e , proceeds b e n e f i t i n g the church's soup k i t c h e n . 

Come f o r p a r t or a l l of t h i s c e l e b r a t i o n ! For more information, v i s i t the 
church website: www.christchurchvt.org^ or c a l l the church o f f i c e a t (802) 223-
3631. 

CHAPTER NOTES 

Many thanks t o Lynnette Combs f o r organizing the second annual Bach Marathon 
a t C h r i s t E p i s c o p a l Church i n Montpelier. 

Enclosed i n t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i s a b a l l o t f o r o f f i c e r e l e c t i o n s f o r our Vermont 
AGO chapter. P l e a s e take the time now to cortplete t h i s s i i t p l e form and m a i l i t t o 
the n e w s l e t t e r e d i t o r . The address i s i n the n e w s l e t t e r l e t t e r h e a d . T h i s i s an 
easy way to support your chapter and e l e c t f o l k s t o continue i t s v i t a l work. 
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POE o p p o r t u n i t i e s r e a l l y help yoving people connect t o the organ and t h e i r 
like-minded peers. I f you know of youth v*io would b e n e f i t from t h i s experience, 
please contact S e c r e t a r y Marilyn Poison. Some s c h o l a r s h i p money i s a v a i l a b l e . 

Have you considered g i v i n g another C3iapter member a r i d e t o Vermont AGO 
events? A number of our f o l k s are " g e t t i n g along i n y e a r s , " can't d r i v e a t n i g h t or 
have given up t h e i r c a r s . R i d i n g together i s a great way to chat and c a t c h up on 
news, share information, and j u s t enjoy each other's conpany. I t would a l s o be 
g r e a t l y appreciated. 

CXMING EVENTS 

A F e s t i v e CJoncert, c e l e b r a t i n g the 50th Anniversary of the d e d i c a t i o n of the 
Casavant Organ a t Saint Michael's CJollege, w i l l take p l a c e on HanSay, Iferch 14, 2016 
a t 7:30 p.m. i n the C3ollege Chapel. Dr. William Tractolano, P r o f e s s o r Emeritus of 
F i n e Arts/Music, w i l l perform on the 14 stop, 17 rank, two manual organ, w i t h 
s t r i n g s , b r a s s , ensemble, t i r r p a n i , the S t . Michael's College Chorale, and the 
Vermont Gregorian Chant Schola. The concert i s f r e e and open to the p u b l i c . 
Everyone i s welcome. 

The second annual Bach Maratton a t C h r i s t E^iscqpal Church i n Mcxitpelier w i l l 
be h e l d on Sunday, ffeccch 20 s t a r t i n g a t 1:30 p.m. See d e t a i l s on the f i r s t page of 
t h i s i s s u e f o r more information. 

Grace Church, Rutland, VT w i l l present Mozart's Requiem on Sunday, A^ll 10 a t 
4:00 p.m. Featured w i l l be the Rutland Area Chorus, Orchestra and s o l o i s t s , under 
the d i r e c t i o n of Dr. S h e r r i l l Blodget. The Requiem was not o n l y one of Mozart's 
most i n s p i r e d works, i t was one of h i s l a s t . Mozart l e f t t h i s work u n f i n i s h e d a t 
h i s death but, a t the i n v i t a t i o n of Mozart's widow, one of the master's p u p i l s 
worked from o r a l i n s t r u c t i o n s and sketches to f i n i s h the n e a r l y completed work. I n 
the c e n t u r i e s s i n c e , Mozart's Requiem has come t o be embraced as a masterpiece of 
v o c a l conposition. For more information, v i s i t www.qracec±turchvt.arg/music or email 
Diane Chartrand a t dchartSOlOQaol.com or c a l l (802) 775-4301. Grace Congregational 
UOC i s located a t 8 Court S t r e e t i n Rutland, Vermont. 

cm CmPTER MOURNS THE PASSING OF MARILYN MAXEY ALEXANDER 

Mar i l y n was a long-time, beloved member of our Vermont AGO Chapter. She was 
Chapter Dean from 1991 t o 1993. The f o l l o w i n g information about Marilyn i s from the 
V a l l e y News, Thursday, February 1 1 , 2016. 

From her debut a t the Park H i l l M aternity H o s p i t a l i n Spokane, Washington as 
an extemporary soprano on June 24, 1920 - an entrance cheered by her parents Chester 
C o l l i n s Maxey and E l n o r a Canpbell Maxey - t o her f i n a l bow a t the home of her 
daughter Denise Alexander-Anderegg i n Ashburnham, Mass. on Monday, Feb. 8, 2016, 
M a r i l y n Maxey Alexander l i v e d her "hour upon the stage" w i t h gusto, grace, and j o y . 

A prodigy w i t h p e r f e c t p i t c h , M a r i l y n f i r s t began r e c o g n i z i n g melody v*ien she 
was j u s t two and a h a l f y e a r s o l d , according t o her mother, the d i r e c t o r of the 
h i t m a n College Glee Club i n Walla Walla, Washington, then discovered rhythm three 
months l a t e r drumming along w i t h "Yankee Doodle." I n November 1923, a t the age of 
t h r e e and a h a l f , M a r i l y n played the a i r of "Marching Tbrxx Georgia" without a 
mistake and thus began a long career i n music. L a t e r , she would joke she had grown 
up i n the p r a c t i c e rooms of Wiitman College's Music Conservatory. 
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While s t i l l i n high school, Marilyn participated i n regional piano 
conpetitions and there met a student from Spokane v*tose musicianship she admired but 
v#iose personality she e s t e e i r ^ " s i l l y . " His name was Rodney Wilson Alexander and 
aft e r he came to study at Whitman College, v*iere Marilyn's father was President and 
mother taught music, she got to know him better and f e l l i n love. On Sept. 11, 
1942, they wed in her parents' garden and remained happily married for the next 56 
years, u n t i l Rodney passed away in 1998. She would never r e v i s e her opinion of his 
" s i l l i n e s s . " Their union was marked by almost d a i l y laughter, often instigated by 
l i t t l e more than mismatched socks, a wrong turn taken v ^ i i l e trying to follow simple 
driving d i r e c t i o n s , or a portly s q u i r r e l pestering a birdfeeder outside the kitchen 
window. 

From the age of 14, Marilyn was a church organist and choir master, playing 
for nearly every church in Walla ^ l l a and l a t e r , a f t e r relocating to New England in 
1967 v^ien her husband accepted a professorship at Dartmouth College, playing for 
numerous churches in the Upper Connecticut River Valley. She taught piano and 
organ, gave private voice lessons, and became Dean of the New England Chapter of the 
Organist Guild. She also spoke three languages and taught high school English and 
French. 

While she was widely known as a kejijoardist, vocal coach, musical d i r e c t o r , 
actress and singer, Marilyn had other i n t e r e s t s as well. For exanple, she was a dog 
breeder and showed Sh e l t i e s , and loved to t r a v e l , v i s i t i n g England, France, and 
Spain numerous times. In one of her favorite photographs, she s i t s atop a camel in 
Morocco. She also loved cooking and reading but most of a l l she loved people. She 
never t i r e d of meeting new people, of hosting rousing p a r t i e s , and of welcoming 
generations of students into her home. 

Marilyn was 95. A memorial serv i c e for Upper Valley family and friends w i l l 
be held Saturday, April 2, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. at the Church of Christ at Dartmouth 
College (The White Church), 40 College Street, Hanover, NH 03755. 

Our Chapter offers our sincere synpathy to a l l Marilyn's family and friends. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the i ^ r i l issue of Pipe Notes w i l l be March 20. The " B i t of 
Humor" t h i s month i s courtesy of Imgur, hands according to p i a n i s t s . 



Hands according to pianists 

'in 3eethoven 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I H i IllllllilUlllUIIIIIIIII 

Rachmaninoff 
IT inpnrnr 

DOULEZ Cage 
iriiiittiuuiiiiiiiiiiir II III II HI II III 11 III II III PI 


